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History 

Å71-year-old Caucasian female 

ÅHomemaker, wife to business executive 

ÅPast Medical History: 
ïRheumatoid Arthritis 

ïParkinsonôs disease 

ïPsychiatric disorder (not specified) 

ÅNon-ambulatory for the past 5 years  

ÅFound unresponsive at home 
ïRexford Drive, Beverly Hills 

 



History (cont.) 

ÅTaken to CSMC 

 

ÅPronounced dead at 

hospital 

 

ÅIdentified by husband 



Why a Coronerôs Case? 

ÅñSudden deaths of persons appearing 

to be in good health.ò 
 

ÅñAll cases in which the attending 

physician is unable or unwilling to 

certify the cause of death.ò 

Select Criteria 



Autopsy Findings 

ÅCaucasian female 

ÅAppeared younger than 71 years 

ÅHeight 60ò, Weight 115 lbs 

ÅNo evidence of external trauma 

 



Anatomical Summary 

ÅMarked deformity of all joints 

ïIncluding lumbar lordosis 

ÅAtherosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease 

ïCoronary artery atherosclerosis 

ïSevere aortic atherosclerosis 

ïCalcific mitral valve disease 

ïCardiomegaly (410g) 
 

ÅToxicology ñC screenò ordered 

 



Medication List 

ÅSymmetrel (Amantadine) 

ÅArtane (Trihexyphenidyl) 

ÅNavane (Thiothixene) 

ÅDepakote (Divalproex) 

ÅBenadryl (Diphenhydramine) 
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Toxicology Results 

ÅAmantadine =  12 mg/L 

 

 

Autopsy Blood 



Toxicology Results 

ÅAmantadine =  12 mg/L 

 

ÅToxicity =   > 2 mg/L 

 

Autopsy Blood 



Amantadine 

ÅFirst described in 1964 

ÅSynthetic tricyclic amine with 

adamantane backbone 

Å1966: approved for Influenza A 

ïOrthomyxoviridae family 

ïMultiple subtypes (H_N_) 

ï2009 flu pandemic (ñswine fluò) 

caused by mutant ñnovelò H1N1 

ï2010: CDC reports resistance 



Amantadine 

ÅIn 1969, introduced to treat 

Parkinson disease (PD) 
 

ÅDiscovered to have indirect 

and direct effects on 

dopaminergic neurons 
 

ÅSerious adverse reactions: 

depression, psychosis and 

reports of suicidal ideation 

 


